
Declaration on Yugoslavia (Extraordinary EPC Ministerial Meeting,
Brussels, 16 December 1991)

The European Community and its Member States discussed the situation in Yugoslavia in the light of their

Guidelines on the recognition of new states in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union. They adopted a

common position with regard to the recognition of Yugoslav Republics. In this connection they concluded

the following:

The Community and its Member States agree to recognize the independence of all the Yugoslav Republics fulfilling
all the conditions set out below. The implementation of this decision will take place on 15 January 1992.

They are therefore inviting all Yugoslav Republics to state by 23 December whether:

– they wish to be recognized as independent States

– they accept the commitments contained in the above-mentioned Guidelines

– they accept the provisions laid down in the draft Convention – especially those in Chapter II on human rights
and rights of national or ethnic groups – under consideration by the Conference on Yugoslavia

– they continue to support

– the efforts of the Secretary General and the Security Council of the United Nations, and

– the continuation of the Conference on Yugoslavia.

The applications of those Republics which reply positively will be submitted through the Chair of the Conference to
the Arbitration Commission for advice before the implementation date.

In the meantime, the Community and its Member States request the UN Secretary General and the UN Security
Council to continue their efforts to establish an effective cease-fire and promote a peaceful and negotiated outcome
to the conflict. They continue to attach the greatest importance to the early deployment of a UN peace-keeping
force referred to in UN Security Council Resolution 724.

The Community and its Member States also require a Yugoslav Republic to commit itself, prior to

recognition, to adopt constitutional and political guarantees ensuring that it has no territorial claims

towards a neighbouring Community State and that it will conduct no hostile propaganda activities versus a

neighbouring Community State, including the use of a denomination which implies territorial claims.
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