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According to the data of the Ministry of Education of 
the Republic of Belarus, the number of children with 
peculiar psychophysical development increases year 
by year (chart 1) [1]: 
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According to December 1, 2017, in the Republic of 
Belarus 68.6% of children with peculiar psycho-
physical development (PPPD) from the total 
number of children with need of special education 
receive education in conditions of integrated 
education and training.  
 
Currently in the Republic of Belarus, the 
development of the special education system is 
focused on the withdrawal from the system of 
"closed" special schools and the provision of 
opportunities for children with PPPD to study in 
"ordinary" general education schools.  

ü  This trend is indicated in statistics, according to 
which the number of auxiliary and special 
schools is decreasing. At the same time, the 
number of children enrolled in integrated classes 
(the form of education when children with PPPD 
are educated together in the same class with all 
children) is increasing. 

ü  The transition to inclusive education, which is a 
priority direction in the development of special 
education is currently taking place in the 
Republic of Belarus. 

ü  The State Program "Education and Youth Policy" 
for 2016-2020, which includes subprogram 3, 
"Development of the Special Education System" 
is being implemented.  

ü  In general, the issues of obtaining preschool and 
general education for children with PPPD have 
resolved at the state level, education is 
available for individuals with the PPPD. 
However, there are problems that require more 
detailed consideration. 

ü  Also there are a lot of questions regarding 
vocational education. 
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ü  According to the Law of the Republic of Belarus 

"On Education of persons with peculiar 
psychophysical development (Special 
Education)", special education means a process 
of education and training of persons with 
peculiar psychophysical development, including 
special conditions for obtaining appropriate 
education, rendering correction assistance, 
social adaptation and integration of such 
persons into society. 

ü  At the state level, special assistance in the 
Republic of Belarus is provided by the Ministry 
of Education, the Ministry of Health, the 
Ministry of Labor and Social Protection.  

ü  The organization of special education in the 
Republic of Belarus is carried out: 
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There are 239 establishments of special education 
functioning in 2017-2018 academic year: 

47 
•  pre-school special institutions 

25 
•  special general schools 

26 
•  subsidiary schools 

141 
•  center for Correction, Development Training and 

Rehabilitation  

According to the Law of the Republic of Belarus "On 
Education of persons with peculiar psychophysical 
development (Special Education)", special 
educational establishments shall be created subject 
to physical and/or mental disorders for the following 
persons:  
ü  with intellectual inadequacy;  
ü  with abnormalities of speech;  
ü  with abnormalities of hearing;  
ü  with abnormalities of sight;  
ü  with abnormalities of mental development 

(difficulties of education);  
ü  with abnormalities of locomotor apparatus; 
ü  with serious and/or multiple physical and mental 

abnormalities. 

ü  The educational process is carried out on the basis 
of specialized curricula and programs using various 
forms of organization of special education, facilities 
and methods of training, taking into account the 
specifics of physical or mental disorders. 
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If we look critically at the existing system of special education, we can identify the following problematic points: 

• the educational environment doesn`t always take into account the needs of each child; 

• a child may find it difficult to adapt to the learning environment (school, class, teacher); 

• a child with peculiarity spends part of the training sessions outside the main class; 

• a child with PPPD is trained on separate curricula; 

• teachers aren`t always professionally prepared for work with children with peculiar psychophysical 
development;  

• children with peculiar psychophysical development face the attitude «I have to put up with person near me». 

In addition, a survey of teachers working in the classes of integrated education and training showed that the main 
problems of integration are: 

1) in the impossibility of qualitatively realizing two and sometimes three educational programs in one lesson 
(general and special, depending on the category of children); 

2) in the impossibility of organizing joint educational activities of children, because they have different programs 
and correspondingly different topics and content of training. 

All of the above often leads to the fact that children with disabilities find themselves in isolation in ordinary 
schools.  

The problem of vocational education of persons with disabilities of psychophysical development is especially 
acute. This link is the weakest place in the general education system of any country. The reasons for this are 
different: limited health opportunities, low physical and mental working capacity, poor preparedness of 
pedagogical personnel and the educational and methodological base of vocational schools. 

The list of available professions for persons with peculiar psychophysical development is quite narrow. 

The creation of a barrier-free environment hasn`t completed. The absence of a specially adapted environment is 
often the main reason which is preventing the acquisition of vocational education and further employment. 



The strategic direction in the design of special vocational education should be the creation of optimal 
conditions for the training of all categories of disabled people and persons with peculiar 
psychophysical development in accordance with the rehabilitation potential of the individuals and the 
requirements of the labor market. 
State regulation is necessary with regard to disabled people. Employment for these people is the main 
axis of life, unemployment leads to a person's depreciation. The great importance of labor for the 
mental and moral development of man is emphasized in all pedagogical, social and psychological 
works for over 100 years. 
Unfortunately, manifestations of such forms of discrimination as "ableism" and "mentalism", which are 
expressed in negative attitudes and behavior towards people with disabilities or peculiar 
psychophysical development, are still not uncommon in the society. With regard to integrated 
education, this is manifested in the fact that a guaranteed right can`t be realized in practice in 
connection with negative attitudes from pedagogical workers and parents whose children don`t have 
the established status of peculiar psychophysical development.  
We would like to note the perspective directions of development of the system of special education in 
the Republic of Belarus: 
– creation of special conditions, barrier-free environment, promoting educational and social 
integration of persons with peculiar psychophysical development; 
– optimization of the network of institutions that provide special education, the creation of the 
possibility of obtaining education at the place of residence; 
– carrying out work on the formation of an adequate relation to persons with PPPD (publications in the 
media, television and radio programs, etc.); 
– the creation of an informational system that facilitates the organization of vocational training, 
employment, skills development for persons with PPPD (taking into account the state of health, 
interests, personal needs, market needs);  
– preparation of teachers, teachers-defectologists to work in conditions of educational integration. 
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In general, the issues of obtaining preschool and general education for children with peculiar 
psychophysical development have resolved at the state level, education is available for individuals 
with the PPPD.  
In the Republic of Belarus, there is a special education system for children with peculiar 
psychophysical development. In addition to studying in a special educational institution, there are 
various forms of education, such as integrated education, inclusive education, individual education at 
home, education in a medical (social) institution and distance education. 
The system of vocational education is also organized, but it needs significant improvements, namely: 
- expansion of the list of available professions for persons with peculiar psychophysical development; 
- solution of the issue of the subsequent employment of graduates with disabilities; 
- the creation of a barrier-free environment.  
In general, the process of forming a system of special education isn`t complete. The main vectors for 
the development of the network of special establishments currently can be considered: 
– creation of a special conditions, barrier-free environment, promoting educational and social 
integration of persons with PPPD; 
– optimization of the network of institutions that provide special education, the creation of the 
possibility of obtaining education at the place of residence; 
– carrying out work on the formation of an adequate relation to persons with PPPD (publications in the 
media, television and radio programs, etc.); 
– the creation of an informational system that facilitates the organization of vocational training, 
employment, skills development for persons with PPPD (taking into account the state of health, 
interests, personal needs, market needs);  
– preparation of teachers, teachers-defectologists to work in conditions of educational integration. 
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