
20/06/18	

1	

Impact of EduLAw project 
in teacher education and 
education science 
programs in the UT:  
a pedagogical perspective 

																										Nikoleta Mita  

1	ATEE	Spring	Conference-	June	2018	

Focus and research questions 

Focus 
   This presentation is 

focused on the 
analyses from a 
pedagogical 
perspective of the 
impact of the EduLAw 
project on teacher 
education and 
education science 
study programs in the 
UT. 

	

Questions 
1.  In what areas does the 

project have significant 
and visible impact? 

2.  What is the positive 
impact on school 
principals and 
teachers? 

3.  What are the main 
challenges in 
implementing project 
innovations? 
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IMPACT	

Curriculum  
School 

principal & 
teacher  

roles 

Pedagogical 
approach of 
teaching and 

learning 

Teaching & 
learning 

methodology 
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Areas of impact  

Impact on curriculum 
•  Update of syllabus of the course on Education law 

offered in three master programs: Master of Sciences 
in Teaching Social Sciences; Master of Sciences in 
Education Policy and Leadership; Professional Master 
in Special and Social Pedagogy, introducing new 
topics and issues. 

Content 
update 

•  Learning outcomes are expressed in terms of generic 
and subject specific competences in education law. 

•  International competencies, like: intercultural 
competence,  global engagement,  internationally 
disciplinary learning are included in the set of 
competences.  

•  Learning outcomes take into consideration the 
student-centred and blended learning approaches. 

Learning 
outcomes 

•   Development of the course with an international and 
comparative focus, infusing with international 
examples, cases and perspectives. 

Inter  
nationalization 
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Impact on pedagogical approach	

Student-centred	approach	 Blended	learning	approach	
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Implementation of student-centred approach  
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Implementation of blended learning 
approach	

•  The education law 
course is designing 
and developing from 
scratch 	based on 
blended learning 
approach that allows 
better integration of 
face-to-face and 
online components.  

•  It provides a better 
chance to rethink and 
redesign the whole 
course with learners’ 
needs in mind.  

  
	

	
	

•  Blended learning is student-centred. 
•  Students choose their own path: It helps 

students feel a sense of ownership over their 
learning, while teachers provide expert 
guidance.  

•  Students work at their own pace: By 
customizing the pace of instruction and 
learning to meet individual student needs, 
blended learning enables students to spend 
their time more productively.  

•  Students choose the place where they 
learn: Because so many useful and 
engaging resources are available online, 
students can learn from home, as well as in 
more traditional classroom spaces. This 
means that learning can happen any place 
and anytime. 
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Teaching		&	
learning		
innova;ve	

methodology	

Blended	
learning	

methodology	

Teaching	&	
learning	law	
by	cases		
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Implementation of  innovative  
teaching and learning methodology 
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Blended	
learning	

methodology	

Flipped	
classroom	

Social	
media	

blending	

Moodle	

Implementation of innovative  
blended learning models 

 

 
Implementation of innovative blended learning models 
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•  Flipped classroom  provides a lot of authentic learning, problem-
solving, critical thinking and collaboration. It creates an opportunity 
for students to move from learners to leaders, and from consumers 
to creators in the classroom.	

•  Producing lecture videos  for all modules.  Watch a video 
outside of class is that it reserves the class time for discussion and 
peer collaboration, and moves the teacher to more of a facilitator 
in the classroom.	

Flipped	
classroom		

•  By integrating social media, students can show mastery of content 
through a variety of digital tools such as blogging, Skype, or 
video conferencing. Students have the option to constantly share 
knowledge and interact with each other beyond the hours spent in 
the classroom and online discussions can become engaging. 

Social	
media	

blending	

•  Moodle as a course management system gives teachers options to 
post lecture notes, slides, interactive materials, assignments, 
quizzes, and videos that are prepared for modules.   

•  Students can interact with each other through discussion forums; 
have the possibility to upload completed assignments by attaching 
files. Grades are added to the grade book on the same site and 
students can also view feedback given by the teacher. 

Moodle	
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Teaching law by cases  

 	
	

 
Case study  method 
	

•  Uses a narrative of a 
legal dilemma to 
exemplify principles of 
law 

•  Employs skill-building as 
well as discussion and 
teamwork between 
students 

•  Analyzes the dilemma as 
it unfolds 

•  Uses a court decision to 
exemplify principles of 
law 

•  Employs “hub-and-spoke” 
discussion between 
professor and student 

•  Analyzes the dilemma 
after it has been resolved 
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Case  method 

 
  
 

 
 
 

Teaching law by cases develops the legal mind, and sees the judicial mind in action. 
A casebook  with cases from 6 countries, twenty of them are taken from the Albanian 
education context, is prepared  in the framework of the EduLAw project .  
 

School 
principal &	

teacher 
roles 

Decision	
making	

Management	

Legal	duty	
of	care	
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Impact on school principal and teacher roles 
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•  Education law guides the school principals and 
teachers decision making to legal problems in 
everyday experiences inside and outside of the 
school environment. 

Decision 
making role 

•  Education law  guides school principals and teachers to 
manage the increasing range of legal matters related to 
teaching conditions, physical safety of students,  
school attendance, maintaining order, student 
rights, teaching practices facing schools, and to 
engage more positively in preventive legal risk 
management. 

Management 
role 

•  Education law prepares school principals and 
teachers to understand their legal duty of care to 
students, and behave in a manner that does not 
compromise these legal obligations. 

Legal duty of 
care role 

Impact on school principal and  
teacher roles 

Positive impacts for school	
principals and teachers 
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 Based on the UT master students interviews, taking a course in 
Education Law has a number of positive impacts in everyday 
practice.  There are three main positive impacts. 
–  School  principals and teachers have a better understanding of 

what is required from them from a legal perspective and can fulfil 
better their professional duties.  

–  School  principals and teachers who understand the boundaries 
of their roles with pupils, parents, colleagues and administrators 
are less likely to be intimidated by the actions of others and more 
likely to exercise their authority with reason and perspective.  

–  The knowledge that school  principals and teachers gain in the 
study of education law contributes to an efficient and orderly 
functioning of schools because they accept responsibility for 
their practice as professionals and not simply as employees.  
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Challenges 
•  International awareness 

–  Curriculum internationalization requires students to develop 
global mindsets and attributes to operate internationally, as well 
as  professors are required to apply the international dimension 
in their teaching.  For the success of such change, planning and 
a sense of psychological ownership by self-initiating changes are 
required. 

•  Implementation of blended learning 
–  Considering the blended learning, a high level of technological 

knowledge and confidence are necessary to successfully apply 
this new approach that professors have not experienced before. 

•  Professional development  
–  There is a need  for a professional development program that 

focuses on the implementation of innovations.  
•  Exercising in the school settings the roles related to 

managing legal matters.  
–  Strengthen the practical aspect of the Education law course. 
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Conclusion	

	EduLAw  project is an added value for the UT, as: 
-  the curriculum of Education law course is updating 

based on international  standards; 
-  two new pedagogical approaches are 

implementing; 
-  the innovative teaching and learning methods are 

implementing;  
-  there is  an expectation that school principals and 

teachers will be sufficiently legally literate and 
trained to be able to fulfil their roles, 
responsibilities and duties related to the legal 
dimension of education.  
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